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Education, adriver for growth

Top minds from the education industry and academia recently came together to discuss the role that education will
play in the growth of the country, and how it's imperative that the teachers are tramed r|ght to teach right -

MAYURA MATHUR

espite having the largested-
D ucation market in the world,
the Indian education system
isdriven by a distinct social prefer-
ence when it comes to choosing a
school oran institute. And, whileall
parents want their child to be ad-
mitted to the best school, they also
fear whether their ward will receive
quality education or not. With this
discussion of quahtyeduwuon be-
commg a blgge!‘ lSSllB, it is no
longer only a subject for parents to
ponder, but also for academicians
from across the nation to think
about.
And, while there are many acade-

micians who advocate in favour of

the growing education industry in
India, thereare several of them who
areworried about the quality of ed-
ucation that is being provided to the
multitude of students across the
country.

To discuss concerns like ethics of
the education industry and the
quality of education disseminated
by public, as well as private schools,
and how these factors together will
impact India's future, The
Mullennium School in association
with Orris organised The Times of
India Schoolonomics 2011 on
December 19 in New Delhi.

The seminar got off toastart with
Dr. Shayama Chona, Noted
Educationalist and Recipient of
Padma Bhushan, sharing her
thought provoking remarks. She

the seminar by posing a cru-
cialquestion to the audience, “Why
is the Indian education system not
at par with the global education
standards? Is it our government
which falls short in formulation of
adequate policies and initiatives
that can fuel our education system;
or does our education system not
have the right number of qualified
teachers to provide education or is
it that we academicians are com-
promising on our value system,"
she questioned.

Rendering some more insight to
Chona'’s thought, Mr. R.P Agrawal,
Chairman of The Board of
Governors, IIT-Delhi, mentioned,
“A sound education system is the
best gift a nation can give to its citi-
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zens. The GOI plans to provide the
nation with over 500 million trained
professionals by the year 2020, but
sadly the allocated budget for the
same has still not be spent, with
over1/3rd remaining untouched.”

Further stressing on the growth
potential of the education industry,
Mr. Shantanu Prakash, CMD,
Educomp Solutions Ltd, opined,
“The time has come when educa-
tion islooked at like an investment
option. It istime when private play-
ersjoin hands with government or-
ganisations and bring in public pri-
vate partnership projects into this
segment.” Also present at the occa-
sion was Dr. A.P.J Abdul Kalam,

y seminar inDelhl
‘Former President of India, who
wasthe Chief Guestof the seminar.
While addressing the audience on
the growth potential and quality
education, he shared, “Education
has always had one mission, which
iscapacity building. The only thing
that gives credibility toaschool isa
teacher. To build a strong founda-
tion, it is crucial for any school to
have quality content and excellent
teachers. Schools must build morat
leaders, entrepreneurial leaders,
learnersand
self organising networks.”
Further discussing the schooling
system, which focuses on ‘Reach
; Teach All’ concept, Dr. Amarjit
Singh, Joint Secretary-EEI,
MOHRD shared, "In government
schools quality of educationis poor
and therefore the dropout rate is
even higher. The schools overall
only emphasise on getting higher
admission numbers, butnoone has
any retention plans. Alsoin our zeal
to add more teachers to the system,
we have over 0.7 million teachers,
out of atotal of 5million, whodon’t
have the required level of expert-
ise.” Taking his argument forward,
Dr. Shabnam Sinha, Sr. Education
Specialist, The Wnrld Bank, added,
“We should also look at innovative

mechanisms and encourage CSR
initiatives in the field of education.”

Mr. Narayanan Ramaswamy,
Partner and Head, Education
Sector, KPMG, shared, “We can add
the concept of open schools and
standardised curriculums. These
can be channelised via NGOs who
can reach the slum areas and this

Pract\se. The Parthenon Group,

said, “South East Asian nations

and Middle Eastern nations are
*moving towards private education
as parents feel that private schools
have better facilities to offer, thus
as investors, it is important to
know, whether the schools are pro-
viding certain value added fea-
tures to the parents or not.
Therefore, it is important for
schools to have smart class sys-
tems and curriculum should be
customised.”

‘While sharing his take on the lack
of investments in the education
sector, Mr. Partho Dasgupta,
President Educomp Schools, men-
tioned, “Despite the fact that edu-
cation is a sustainable industry, for

some reason the investors are not *

keen on investing in this sector. I
understand that there are numer-
ous policy hang-ups that they fear,
but then should there not be alter-
nate routes to usher investments
into the segment, or should the
government not try and reform the
existing policies?”

Talking about the investment pos-
sibilities in the education sector,
Mr. Manjeet Singh, President-
Legal, Orris Infrastructure Pvt
Litd, shared, “Real estate has come
up with a unique investment op-
tion for this segment. We are pro-
viding infrastructure to schools

would increaset ionalpen- and w competentschools,
etration to the weaker MM’“’ b withglol lurns
sections of the speiety.” e by toestablish theirbrands
Ms. Abha ehgal, atour infrastructure.”

Principal,# ‘Sanskriti Eminent  speakers
School shared "We are from the industry and

living in dynamic industry. It's a
phase when must unlearn and re-
learn. Thus we have to be open to
change."

Further discussing about reshap-
ing the educatxon industry by as-

dnavigating

implications in schooling ecosys-
tem Mr. Amitabh Jhinghan,
Partner and Education Sector
Leader, E&Y opined, “It is time that
Indians realise the importance of
entrepreneurship in education in-
dustry and this role must be made
clearer, especially with concepts
like K-12 becoming increasingly
important.” Adding to that, Mr.
Abhinav Mital, Sr. Principal-
Emerging Markets Education

academia like Ms. Abha Adams,
Adviser-Education, Step by Step
School; Ms. Lata Vaidyanathan,
Principal, Modern School; Ms.
Shakila Shamsu, Officer on Special
Duty, MOHRD; Mr. Sumit Tayal,
Director, Helix Investments
Advisors India; Mr. Jetu Lalvani,
Executive Director, Kaizen Private
Equity; Mr. Imran Jafar, Partner,
Gaja Capital Parners; Mr. Dhiraj
Mathur, Executive Director, Leader
National Education Practice, PwC;
Dr. Bindu Rana, Director, R&D,
Educomp Solutions Ltd; and Dr.
Abha Sehga] Prmc1pal Sanskriti
thevar

needed to decode the new DNA and
the rapidly changinglandscape.
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Paris: The Large Hadron Col-
lider (LHC), famously en-
gaged in the quest for the
Higgs boson, has turned up a
heavier variant of asub-atom-
ic particle first discovered a
quarter-century ago, scien-
tists reported on Thursday.

The newcomer is called
Chi-b(3P), which was uncov-
ered in the debris from collid-
ing protons, according to re-
search published inthe online
journalarxiv.

Like the elusive Higgs and
the photon, it is a boson,
meaning it is a particle that
carriesforce.

But while the Higgs is not
believed tobe made of smaller
particles, the Chi-bk(3) com-
prises two relatively heavy
particles, the beauty quark
and its antiquark.

They are bonded by the so-
called “strong” force which al-
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New subatomic particle detected

Chi-b(3), A Boson Like the ‘God Partlcle Slghted By Large Hadron Collider

A BIG BANG: The fi ndmg of Ch| b(3P) will help scientists understand
better the forces that hold matter together

so causes the atomic nucleus
tostick together.

The Chi-b(3P) is a heavier
version of a particle that was
first observed around 25 years
ago. “The Chi-b(3P) is a parti-

cle that was predicted by
many theorists, but was not
observed at previous experi-
ments,” said James Walder, a
British physicist guoted by
the University of Birming-

ham inapressrelease.

Described by some as the
world’s largest machine, the
LHC is located in a 27-kilo-
metre ring-shaped tunnel
near Geneva that straddles
the Franco-Swiss horder up to
175metres below ground,

Streams of protons are
fired in opposite, but parallel,
directions in the tunnel, The
beams are then bent by power-
ful magnets so that some of
the protons collide in four gi-
ant labs, which are lined with
detectors to record the sub-
atomic debristhat results.

On December 13, physi-
cists at the European Organi-
sation for Nuclear Research
{CERN) said they had nar-
rowed the search fortheHiggs
—theso-called “God particleX
that may confer mass.

The theory behind the
Higgs is that mass doesnotde-
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rive from particles them-
selves. Instead, it comes from
a boson that interacts strong-
ly with some particles but
less, if at all, with others.

Finding the Chi-b(3P) is a
further test of the powers of
the LHC, which became the
world'sbiggest particlecollid-
er when it was completed in
2008, “Our new tneasure-
ments are a great way to test
theoretical calculations of
the forces that act on funda-
mental particles, and will
move us a step closer tounder-
standing how the Universe is
held together,” said Miram
Watson, aBritishresearchfel-
low working on the CHi-h(3)
investigation.

A massivecollaborativeef-
fort that brings in physicists
from around the world, the
LHC has cost more than $4.5
billion. arp
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